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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-10, 13-14, 17-23, 26-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Hensel (GB 2034069). 

Hensel teaches a device for installing an optical fibre in a connector (e.g., fig. 1), 
comprising: an optical fibre cleaving mechanism 9 9a; a connector holding means (e.g., 
Specification p. 1 col. 2 lines 125-129 to p. 2 col. 1 lines 1-37; e.g. element 13 and fig. 5); and a 
fibre insertion mechanism; arranged such that an optical fibre may be cleaved by the cleaving 
mechanism to produce an end of the fibre (e.g., fig. 1; p. 1 lines 1 10-129), and the end of the 
fibre may be inserted by means of the insertion mechanism into a connector held by the 
connector holding means (e.g., figs. 1-9; p. 1 line 110 to p. 2 line 37; see also p. 2 line 38 to p. 3 
line 125). 

Thus claim 1 is met. 

Furthermore, claims 2-10, 13-14, 17-23, 26-29 are also met by the reasons and references 
given above (e.g., figs. 1-9; p. 1 line 1 10 to p. 2 line 37; see also p. 2 line 38 to p. 3 line 125). 
Thus claims 2-10, 13-14, 17-23, 26-29 are met. 
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Regarding claim 2, Hensel teaches in which the end of the fibre is inserted into the 
connector in a predetermined orientation with respect to the connector(e.g., figs. 1-9; p. 1 line 
110 to p. 2 line 37; see also p. 2 line 38 to p. 3 line 125). 

Regarding claim 3, Hensel teaches in which the cleaving mechanism is arranged to cleave 
the optical fibre such that an end face of the end of the fibre so produced is oriented at a non- 
perpendicular angle with respect to the longitudinal axis of the fibrel 10 to p. 2 line 37; see also 
p. 2 line 38 to p. 3 line 125). 

Regarding claim 4, Hensel teaches in which the insertion of the fibre into the connector 
by the insertion mechanism is such that the orientation of the non-perpendicular end face of the 
fibre with respect to the connector is predetermined (e.g., figs. 1-9; p. 1 line 1 10 to p. 2 line 37; 
see also p. 2 line 38 to p. 3 line 125). 

Regarding claim 5, Hensel teaches comprising a main body within which the cleaving 
mechanism is located (e.g., figs. 1-9; p. 1 line 1 10 to p. 2 line 37; see also p. 2 line 38 to p. 3 line 
125). 

Regarding claim 6, Hensel teaches in which the cleaving mechanism may be accessed by 
an optical fibre to be cleaved, only by insertion of the fibre through an aperture in the main body 
(e.g., figs. 1-9; p. 1 line 110 to p. 2 line 37; see also p. 2 line 38 to p. 3 line 125). 

Regarding claim 7, Hensel teaches in which the insertion mechanism manipulates the 
fibre in order to insert the end of the fibre in the connector (e.g., figs. 1-9; p. 1 line 1 10 to p. 2 
line 37; see also p. 2 line 38 to p. 3 line 125). 
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Regarding claim 8, in which the insertion mechanism moves the cleaved end of the fibre 
with respect to the connector holder in a direction along a longitudinal axis of the fibre, which 
axis extends from the cleaved end of the fibre, in order to insert the fibre in a connector (e.g., 
figs. 1-9; p. 1 line 110 to p. 2 line 37; see also p. 2 line 38 to p. 3 line 125). 

Regarding claim 9, Hensel teaches in which the axial movement of the fibre by the 
insertion mechanism comprises movement of the insertion mechanism to a locking position at 
which the fibre is fully inserted into the connector (e.g., figs. 1-9; p. 1 line 1 10 to p. 2 line 37; see 
also p. 2 line 38 to p. 3 line 125). 

Regarding claim 10, Hensel teaches when the insertion mechanism is in its locking 
position, the insertion mechanism resists removal of the fibre out of the connector, and resilient 
means of the insertion mechanism applies an insertion force to the fibre (e.g., figs. 1-9; p. 1 line 
110 to p. 2 line 37; see also p. 2 line 38 to p. 3 line 125). 

Remaining claims 13-14, 17-23, 26-29 are also taught by Hensel at figs. 1-9; p. 1 
line 110 to p. 2 line 37; see also p. 2 line 38 to p. 3 line 125 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 11-12, 15-16, 24-25, 30-31 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The prior art, either alone or in combination, does not disclose or render obvious the 
elements described by respective claims 1 1-12, 15-16, 24-25, 30-31. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MICHAEL P. MOONEY whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2422. The examiner can normally be reached during weekdays, M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Frank G. Font can be reached on 571-272-2415. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Michael P. Mooney/ /Frank G. Font/ 

Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2883 Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2883 

FGF/mpm 
12/14/09 



